
Elmlea School
Client: Elmlea Infants School     Year of Completion: 2005

Architect/Designer: Hall & Bednarczyk    

Location:
Westbury-on-Trym, Bristol

Category:
Exterior

Market Sector:
Education

Scope Of Works:
Design
Engineering
Manufacture
Project Management
Install
Steelwork

Fabric Type:
PTFE - Solid

Design Style:
Screens

Function:
Weather Protection
Sculptural/Decorative
Solar shading
Screening
Roof

The inside can be brought outside at Elmlea school due to the installation of a covered outdoor
classroom. The new area, created by a translucent fabric canopy, provides a glowing,
naturally-lit environment intended to create an inspiring place of learning.

The idea of an external classroom is not so alien to the generations of the past. However,
modern schools are known for keeping children in the confines of a building for their safety
and protection. At Elmlea school, however, the clocks were turned back, as Architen Landrell
was commissioned to install a tensile fabric structure designed to combine the protection of
the school environment with the fresh air and space of the outdoors.

The curved, playful structure, created from durable white PVC coated polyester fabric, is
supported by a timber structure created using two inclined structural arches that provide an
enclosed space and support curved benches. The slightly translucent PVC allows softened light
to fill the space, making it an ideal teaching environment.

www.architen.com


